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Secretary's Totes

HOLIDAYS. As the Annual Holidays are now in full swing, I hope those Who have had
theirs, had an enjoyable time; and those who have got them to come, also Will
have a good time, with better Weathor than we have had lately.
wife and T spent a very happy Week with "CHAMP" at Sheringham.
Wondorful charaster, ad Mty Champion a splondid Hostens:  Diring ouh ali t00
brief stay we visited several of the old haunts (Which some of you will z-emsmblr)
such as the "Robin Hood" at Sheringhan, the "Ship" and Church at lleybourne and
the "Feathers" at Holt. Although I had not been to Sheringham since 1915, apart
from a great improvement of the sea-front, it has altered very littl

Pexsomally,
“Champ" 1

. In spite of the counter stiraction on this date, Princess
rzsrst‘u Tedding, and the consequent dislocation of the evening traffic, 125
members and friends sat down to Dinner. 27 members sent in apologies for absence
due to illness, distance and other engagements, and sent their Greetings to all
present., Our Prosident took the Chair, and our Official Guests included repre-
sentatives from the "SIGNALS", "HANTS","SUSEX'S" and "KENT'S" Regts. During the
evening a collection Was mads for tho BENEVOLENT FUND, which resulted in the sun
of 20,10, 0. being Teceived. The Committee wish to thank all those Who sub-

scribed,

We were pleased to see at the Dinner, after a lapse of some years,
Loring Menbera1~ Gapt, F. ewedl Jouss, £, Long, H.c. Whito end E.C. dauwnderne,
Who Was known in the old days as Corp! . Leckes, Capt. F. Oswell Jones has
sent e & Gopy of his travels Which Lo insladed 8t e onaor this Bulletin

OTHER REUNIONS, stc. "Signals" Cemtenary Celebrations at Lytton Grove. The 0.C.A.
Were represented by the Prosident, C.A. Turnor, mysel our wives

by F.C. Wood and

the fol-

The 0.C.A. were

d r Reunion st Saxmindh:

A v Teddy Churchill.

PERSONAL PAR. W.F. (Sandy) Holdsworth, who is now touring Canada, has written me
stating that he has comtacted Jack Suttle at Calgary, and Hill Andrews at Leth—
bridge. He tells me that both are still very imterested in the 0.C.A, Sandy has
pronised me a full report of his travels on his return, next October.
3TTU Since the Publication of the last Bulletin (98), I regret to Snfnm ynu
of tho OLD COMRADES who have "Paseed on":i- P.D. Anderson, E.J. Davis, J.i.
ningham, F.W, (Sailor) Hageman, A.E. Hickford, H.E. Mead, A.J. Perkins, (cba Batt.
Lyric writer).

N.B. Whenever possible the 0.C.A. are represented at the funerals of our departing
Conrados

am eto. The 0.C.A. Were represented by Capt.
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3 508y K:ClG, for Whon a Megorial Servico vas held ot the Chapel of the

Royal Hospital, Chelsea, on lay Tth, 1960, Unti ms recent death at the age of 95,

he was regarded as "the Fathar" oF the Tnion tio comenced kis Service in the

86th Connaught Rangers. He ransferred to the 4th Cavalzy (I.A.) end later com-

manded the Scinde Horse (I.4.). During dorld War I, he was Chief of Snff, 1et b,
er that was G i

i
Later he was G.0.C. Eastern Comand. He was also Colonel of the Soinde Horse and of
the 14/20th Aussars",

SUBSCRIPTTONS, PLEASE. Have you paid your subscription up to date? If not, please
Tet me have same by August 3lst, Thank you. Outstanding receipts are enclosed with
this Bulletin.

James J. Gander.

FROM THE 26th MX. CYCLIST VoI

Eheresa vory’eliar;sosallockion.of. thelday.T jolned ke 26th lix. Cyolist Volun—
teers, in 1906, to become a Military Cyclist. I was then about 31 ab the time,

rather old for'a starts But 1ife was ALl g0 very dull and uneventful in the nme
village of Shepperton on Thames, I had been Working as scenic artist for the

Worth Film Goyey the first pomanont soenic. n that nov industry, and 1ittle knew
of Where that sction Wwould Load ne in afver 1ifo, the inierest snd satisfaction to
e doing something, however small, in military life, as my father and

Datons and a160 my 4o brothors, then in the servicss, one in the Hluce and ho
other in the Royal Marines, I followed the family tradition of several generations
and was in my right place painting and soldiering, and have been that ever since.

Tt is my 1ife and 1t has been full of interest all thoso years, 54 of them and

st111 going strong, I wanted to join the R.L.3 as a i solider years before
but was not up to their stendard at thet time of 5'9" and was very dissppointed. I
intended to enlist for the S.A, War and go out With my brother, but joined another
ammy instead, the aray of married men.

&t that time the new Coupany E was being formed by Capt. Trapman, a most enter-

prising aw, fuil of idens gnd intereet; and Cpl, Pagot vas alsd & rworilt in the
sums soction, Sgt. B, Suith was my sergeant and our first small parade wes at foy-
bridge and w mma another small squad at Walton Bridge, all in uniform of the
26th Mx. except myself.

'EERS

Off we went on a ficld training excursion somewhere in the Windsor Area, When
it came on to rain heavily. By that time Sgt. Smith had become thoroughly fogged and
lost his sense of direction and the whereabouts of the main body he had been ordered
to Join up with. Cesse firo mas sbout 4 o/c. Rendecvous wss st Eagahot with the
ody. I asked Sgi. Sumith for his mep and studied it a bit and decided where-
Shotta ve aien be s sugg ot s carrying on to the noxt village and make enquiries,
Ther at the next crossroads I spotted cycle tracks on the left of the road.
estimated about 15 to 20, It could not be 15 to 20 civilians, so 1 advised carrying
on the samo way until wo could check up for the corroct position and decided they
had passed on about 20 mimubes before us, I was right and ve joined the main body in
a well filled pub near Bagshot Common.

concd to impress Sgt. Smith as boing protty good for a newly joined re-
crutt 8o when T recstven ny uniforn it had one stripe on tho sleeve at the same time,
surely the first recruit to join as a fully fledged L/C.

Soon after when the company filled up I was promoted to L/C Sergeant with my
scout’s badge up.
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m 50 it happened that it became my 1ot to train the 26th Mx. in msp reading
- o most imrossive event T rosesber was When the 01 26 Ur, Gyole
Toluntacrs wa disheniod, T shink in a fisld en the zoadside mess Roigates and she
25th London Cyelist Btn, was brought into being, I cannot now remember the exact
date, but that grand old soldier R.S.M. Charles Burt and Col, Cilbertson Smith were
thore, the announcement was made With great fecling by Col. Gilbertaon Suith at the
over of the battallon he had created, I think the Beverley camp was the
most interesting. I certainly had a lot to do as Scout Sergeant on that cocasion.
0 most important camp after that was that Stoody camp in Cambridgeshire, it
wes the toughest and most exciting,wo Were brigaded with regular troops, the
Household Cavalry, Royal Horse Artillery and two or three cavalry regiments and an
early reconmissance balloon (airereft were not then inventcd) from Which We Te-
gotvod zeports o daliver to the variots tnit oomanders se they Were droppel,
Surely a trial for any troops as a proof of efficiency o out under the cyes
of the War Office Brasshats, and we, like another femous regzmant "always got our
man

On that occasion I met my younger brother Cpl. Major B.H. Jones of the Blues
in Essington Browm, riding master of enother famous hussar regiment in
the ficld, 11th Hussars,

4% the general "Pow Wow' aftcrwards when Brasshats from the War Office and
other Tegiments were there, Cpl. Ridout and myself Were handed up in front of these
regiments and commended by the G.0.C. for excellent scouting.

I mist have looked partioularly soruffy as T had just had a tooth extracted and
5 foce/nis Slosdy cod emcllon, 1 had ok had.a vash v shave fer dhost
S58 very 110510 C1oep sither wiivds Sartaimiy Bineey nt diely. Beb ve mroves S
25th London was the most mobile regiment at that time in the world though we only
bad a very few motor cyoles in use, and as ccouts unequalled. Wo could be depended
on to find our way anywhers by night or day and abovo all were silent, whereas
cavalry or motorized transport could be heard miles away by pubting an ear to tl
ground, which proved very disconcerting to the regular troops. We could ride through
the lines and at lesst I did whenevor I wanted, without being seen. I once stood
BLIn noblataso ot iha ronini =it tha sneny iy ook rend Selifnd meand Shot
behind me passed so closc thet I could havo touched them and I was not seen, There
Were Sovoral sthér oamps after ihgh but mond oo lazke and cioifing, DU somo members
prosent will woll remember the affair at
headlong into an sdvancing cavalry regiment on the top of Beachy Head and withdrew
fighting to the little bridgs below hold by ourselves. For the fm at Rye
not able to got leave from my firm as I Was in the middle o
thaey but £5 was all bub conpleted by dug. 4, ‘1, vhen I wss mommea
momentous for me. I rode into Fulbam House at 3.20, Aug. 4th, 'l4, for T
service abroad, in fact I o o Eist men, bo come forsara- for Torosgn sepvios and
ultinately signed off at Purfloct on Aug. 4th, '20 at precisely 3.20 p.m. 6 years
lster. But a most evontful siz years.

Fion the 254 Luft for Tatla, for onrtatn good sessona T fcotded bo apply for
Pormisston to sply had hoen safised by Ool. Churohtll, tha

4 dom by hin for his

my commissi
mpeotal mqum for my services on three occasions and turn

I ultimately joined the Royal Welsh Fusileors, boing a Jones. I wont through
the ususl cadet course. I Was then 44, and bocame an instructor of topography, but
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Fassod quite a 1ot of oy ne with the rovolver schocl finding that too casy a 1ife,
emo & crack Tovolver shot. I docidod to apply for ective service. Ultimately,
g ety Vioiesitides i Teanch i Taly, n The vesd 40 doin the
Notts.& Verey Reg., (The Sherwood Forosters), I found myself in Egypt. was a ne'
World to.me in every way, I led a full 1ifc in regimentel affairs and had
Himo to patat in the womdorful East, specielly Cairo and Falostine, Places F1 ot
colour and interest, I oven have & fcw loft now, but nowhere I can show them. I met
Sgt. Froddy floods in Sucz and went with hiu as passenger on his qualifying flight,
well to bo remembered, and in the yoars that followed travellod noarly all over
Beypt, parts of Sudan, Caol Corps Service with the Hedjas Army, both in Arabie and
Palastino. Brentually retumed to Oatro on lesve vhen T uap requested to join the
24,0, 38 an Ordinanco Oftioer, Here I found the Work articulezly interesting
s remined with Vhat roginent in o of sevoral large departments,
Govoring alngs the whole of Baypt, Arbis, Palostine ana parts of Sulan I never saw
Personaily, clothing, caup SQuijechts an immense srganisation and a snall onginccring
storo. All vory intTicatc and intcrosting, until I roturned home at the end of July,
1920, signing off 3 p.m., 4th Aug. '20, just 6 yoars to thc minute. But of this
part of my services I could Well Write a book of whero I wont and who I met and
other doings which aTe not of tho 25 C. of L. interest, but I trust whet I have
writton is of intorost.
In tho last war I joined the Az Ministry as a civilian ingbruotor and did tho
Tork of & TLight serguant, served vl t Kirkhan Camp after
having takon 25 years off ny uge, for which T es Ruren an DA, and. in diagest
% ny unfas t2cataent 1ot Tgland for tho 11t410 eland of St. Helens in the
South Atlanic. T merried s ohamming St. Helonan Lndy, 1 had nover soan before
who had the same name and initials as my first wife, F.B. #ard. We had ten happy
years of married life, and at her death on June 20th, '59, I roturned home, orriving
in cold and snow which nearly killed me but not quitc, I am not deed yet. 1 still
paiut ay pictures of a1l sorts of places wud things and put them 1o en exhibition
for amuscnent which is not bad for 88, and I am now writing a book of my varied and
interosting 1ife for publication later on.

Capt. F. Oswell Jones,

A MEMORY OF zA POST

1 wonder how many of my old comrades still surviving remomber Zam Post? It was
soon sftor miduight on the Tih Juns, 1917, thut ho “evar fancus 25t etaxted that
march o the gatoway of Wasiristan. Wo had been issued with topee shades, sun
£osglos, quinins tablots, Tiold dressings, aid spine als. I romeaber taking a ceke
of soap which lator became a jolly, & tin of unswestenod chocolste which rosemblod
hot cocon 1 opencd in the day tinc, and s sin of aivbin which cvnbually Svampod
mny spare shirt and socks!

groat adventure had started and ovorybody was wondering what the future held
in store for us. Tho local militia man acting as our guido - cither purposely or
through inefficiency - advised following the longer track past the Fort at Zam Post.
It Was dark exospt for starlight and o thin white moon. Evantuslly davn was brecking
when we heard the sound of scattered riflc fire about a mile or so ahoad.
vondsred What ¥ss Lagpening, Dt ono husourist in VB company suggested that ' the
grouse season had started". The order came for us to double. Ve reached the grey
ecaotad Tast ot fom,  T0 s " entizely eouposc of sunbaked mid, Wo soon loarnt
what had happened. A screen of the 1/4th Gurkhas had left the Fort about 5.30 a.m.
o pioquet the heights for us. The millsh at the opening in the hills had been
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Teorted on by asroplans scouie 2o being cleer. Naverthslsss, the detachment of
shed only & few hundred yards from the Fort. There Was
The unlucky Gurkhas seon had 34 cusualtjes,
ineluding many kilied. They had been surroundsd by sone 400 brsacherous leh
and_every man of their advance guard had been wiped out in the first volley.
Ri11non sudenly seased fiving and withizow, but unfortumtoly & weunded faatical
lishoud shot the subaltern named Cooper from behind as he raised his body to look

grira smunition end sterted to chage the vetresting eneny.
been & Little more officient the retreat might have been cut

ile we were halted the rest of us had tize o look at the battlefield".
dead lehsuds and Gurkhas vere e . I remember one of our fittest
Tunners - a hockey star - chucking a 1“6t ons on o of our cooles opportuntsta
were taking snaps of the grotesque figures of the dead enemy tribesmen. lost of them
were Wearing ragged "puggaress" round their hesds, dirty poshtins and pantaloons
and sandals of pleated grass. Some had dyed their beards crimson and crange perhaps
to hide the grey hairs. One Gurkha was busy lighting the beards with tho aid of a
box of metohes. Another kicked and epat on a dead kahsud, "They have killed three
of my friends", he said sadly. Hen from the Fort Were colleoting "bundooks”, equip-
ment and empty .303 cases. Stretcher-bearers were assiting some of the bleeding and
1imping little brown heroos. i
over 43 years ago. Gus
ssked the Major in oommmrd ot 4 remainder of the gallant
Gurkhas. According to "The Times of India Illustrated Weokly", the Hajor made this
illuninating replyi- "Smpzen thing in m world, though W0 hadn't been cournting
on L. ‘The arrival of the Landons ~ the reglent we'd gone out to picquet for

an hour before thoiz tine.  Somsons megt have heard tho sound of Fepid fire and
Trriod up the battalion".

Mowrmile cur oY Gompuny had pushed. through the Roxt aralomure, pidkad up scue
only that guide had

The

Conrad B. Hendrick,
"B" Company, 1/25th London Regt.



NOTICES

Reunion Dimner.  Friday, May 5th, 1961, at the Windsor Castle
Restaurant, Victoria, S.7.

Ophthalmic W.G. Uiddleton, 20, Bath Road, Hounslow, Middlesex,
Optician. U, 0024,
Rurs. 0f.a1l kinds, Renovations. Cold Storage.
W.0. Davidson, 21, South Molton Strest, W.1.
MAYfair 2676,
Sign & Glass Douglas Stuart, 27, Narbomne hvenus, S.¥.4.
Writing TUL. 2566+
Holiday V. Champion, "Arundel", 11, St. Peters Road,
Apartments Sheringham, Norfolk.
" V.L. Liggins, The White House, Overcliff Drive,
Southbourne, Bournemouth,
Southbourne 45121,
" E.C. Maunderne, "Funchal" Guest House,
7, Madeira Place,
Brighton, 1, Sussex.
Mine Hosts W.A. Budd, Station Hotel, Sutton, Surrey.
oo B Mral, Man OF Lait, Bast Feckomu nr.
Tonbridge, Ke
noo. B.S. Mitchell, "iarren House", Forest Road
e, ol

Regimental Ties  9/6d. post free.




